SD 198-02-28 EDF Remote Operations Base, Ish Tako 


Thank you again, doctor, for everything. 


You take care ; E 
of yourself. ke = I'll see to that. 


Ah, familial bliss. Mother, Father, and Son. 
While we'll keep a monitor on him for another ae . GT 
few weeks, | don't expect any problems. 


Right, and as soon as we get everything settled 
back down, I'm back on the line with the Wing. 


I've got to maintain my rapport with the personnel. 


| thought you were going 
to electric commute? | 


How about establishing 
rapport with the kitten? 
There's only —<—S 
so much | 
can do over 
acomm line. 


We've discussed that. And Rojigo can use 
paternal bonding as well. Not like you're trying 
to dodge out of the parent biz, uhm? 


Well, I'll leave you to unpack. Rojigo 
and | need to do mammal things. 


Well, it's finally static Never really thought about what it would 
be like to actually live with it all. And oddly enough, | think | like it 


SD 197-12-02 Center City, Arras Charka 


Your reservation is 
confirmed, Hon.* Shato. As many times as I've done this, 
it is still an adventure. Hope my 
compartment companion 
doesn't find it too adventurous. 


Well, | made it, 
at least this far. 


At least he lost it while we 
were under acceleration. 


*Hon. - Honorable, a general respectful address 


we 
Vrs LOLA LA 


Ah, | can write my 

memoirs. Isolated 
secured format 
only, of course. 


What will | do? 


Personal survival is easy. To exist, to continue 
to live. Doing the Rim only makes it easier. 


| can't openly challenge the corrupted 
net. And to attempt a covert action 
would only support counter-claims. 


Net cannot act either, "outside 
its self-proscribed limits." 


If only | could go back to the old days, when 
questions were answered by the evening 
meal and plans were tomorrow's breakfast. 


| 
Gay) 


Stayed with the community. Tabulations and long swim breaks. But I was too smart, too 
3 ambitious for my own good. 


Not that it was all that bad. The 
schmoozing. Playing politician by day. 


Doing the occasional bit 
of spook work after hours. 


I'd be more upset about that part 
if | wasn't so damn good at it. 


Finally. Through quarantine 
\ and aboard a ship out of here. 


YOUR QUARTERS, CAPT. ARRAT. 


] 
» Correction, that's 
Po former Captain. 


Thank the Captain 


IN RESPECT. YOU and schedule me. 


ARE INVITED TO 
THE OFFICER'S MESS, 
COMPLIMENTS OF 
CAPT. CHANDA. 


I can certainly afford it, but it seems 
odd, nevertheless. | suppose | could 
do able-body when I change ships. 


| wonder what kind of table \— 
this Capt. Chanda sets? 
( Oh. This looks more like a party. Interesting collection. ) 


| have to say that | admire our 
host's selection of guests. 
| haven't had this much fun 

A TALKING since my academy days. 


Welcome everyone. 
I'm Buzi Chanda, Captain of the 
Wawah Tambuh. | hope you 
all have mingled and introduced 


yourselves and generally 
had a good time so far. 
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| suppose some of you may be wondering why I've brought you 
all together. I've got full backgrounds on everyone here, and 
though we haven't met, I've got a feel for you all and can trust 
you with what I'm about to say. Rest assured that this room, 
and this ship, are completely secured. 
I'm a cautious businessman and | like to keep track of current 
events. To keep up, | have summarizing files at several ports 
to get the local slant on the news and compare the coverage. 
Nothing special about that; you can ask the net to do it for you. 
But what the net provides is what is on file at the moment, and 
my sampler kept copies of the news as it was first issued. 


Would it suprise you to learn that the stories don't match? 
That recent history has been rewritten? | don't know how many 
have noticed it; who keeps a hard copy? But | do know that most 
of you are bailing out of Confed space, suddenly leaving important 
government posts, taking ‘early retirements! or whatever. 


I'm not the only Spacer who has noticed both the doctored 
data and the exodus. Some of us fear that elements within 
Confed want to go in seriously dangerous directions. That 
they have allowed you, some of their brightest and best, to 
leave so easily suggests the worst. 
With all this in mind, a cooperative of Spacer and Rim 
concerns wants to offer you rositions that would preserve 
the expertise and institutions that now seem in jeopardy here. 


Having a kitten on the job is bound 


Ah, back to work. to cause some temporary distractions. 
- But it shouldn't cause any major problems. 


Once the novelty wears off, 
no one will know he's here. 


4. 
Ugh. | didn't realize that simply # 
f 


being in the same room with aa \\ Ss inevi 
him could be so exhausting. Mat \ \y; | ee hey 
\y 


must come out.’ 


And he's -ouch- constantly feeding. )_ z 
: At least it doesn't smell as bad as it looks. 


So, this is Rojigo. Yeah, I'm afraid so. | never thought 
he could be such a work out. 


sabia 
They're all like 
that, especially 


I want to start having him over sooner than planned. the first ime around. 


| was away from the unit longer than expected. 


SD” ‘Cae 


y What happened to your 
=! oh so supportive spouse? 


He's been called out on a field 
exercise. He has been helpful. 


> 


FSD 197-06-08 Open territory, Endly, Enchawah Administered Spac 
PDr. Elaki Kalakahaii was the first Xenologist to see the Human corp: 
Fin a mysterious derilict spaceship outside the Ahahn-Tako system 


Away from everything. 


Ah, this is real life. 
This is home. 


i 


an Try 


Self contained. 


Dying alone. 


Could | stay? 


Should | stay? 


Life would be so much simpler being 
ina field survey team somewhere, 
analyzing microfossils or something. 


Chairman Eto himself 


sae oe Not much to it. It's an made inquires about you. 


to get me invited to the party. Enchawah sponsored do =] Thinks you're an important 


asset to the community. 


So, | had to spend the rest of the day explaining that a uranium 
placer deposit was not the remains of an ancient reactor. 


Glad to see 
another Xeno here. 


I've had similar problems with 
filament crystals of various metals, 
others thinking they were wires. 


You haven't 
§) said who you 
“work with. 


Tetsuwah. 
I'm a Xenotech, 


out of Orly. | | —\ a ee 


SV = 
J e Ki, 4 I'm contracted 
5 UM with Confed. 
I'm not with any particular " . ’ 
eon team. Been.a a EN 
eno monitor for some ; j 
development operations. i How interesting. 
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SD 197-06-15 Homeguard Administration, Hicho, Ekosiak. 


So, what's the news? H'lo Colonel. 
Nothing of note. '@ , 


The Governor wants to talk 
to you about Banchen. 


hj How'd she find 
Le out we had him? EEE = 


Your Honor. 


While | have no intention of holding anyone 
: criminally incommunicado, | also have a duty 
Tell me about 
Citizen Banchen. 


to the rest of the laws | am bound to uphold. 
Were he has been 
for the last five days? 


‘Ido not know how, 
but Banchen is in protective custody at his own request. 


Why Agent Tehtahno has 
been denied access to him? 


Why Special Services has been shut out 
of all intelligence files from your office? 


There is strong evidence Without my intervention, Citizen Banchen 
that individuals have been — | ; would have likely suffered "deadly force | 

abusing their office for criminal, S@ stag restraint as a consequence of an escape | 
if not treasonous, activities. : attempt, resulting in terminal injury." 


The organization to which 
Aito Kho belonged still -. 


Aito Kho was the head of a conspiracy that & 
died when he did. And don't think | don't know 
how ConFed was involved in that killing! 


ae 

As | was about to say, the organization to which 
he belonged, still operates and appears to have 
members within the regional security apparatus. 


Your Honor, if | had any evidence of 
your office's complicity in such activity, 
| would have called for an emergency 
national assembly to oversee your 
arrest and impeachment. 


EF270 


| see. 


Colonel, it is clear 
that we will have to work together to clean : 
house of these troublesome elements. 
Rest assured that you will get the fullest 
cooperation from my office in the future. 


Computer, send a copy of that conversation, 
along with copies of all the code "stinkyteat" 
files, to the ConFed Secretary, eyes only, 

and an additional copy to ConFed Regional Office, there are individuals who persist in 
Special Services, highest security, highest priority. : maintaining fallacious interpetations 
a \ = ene of recent events and pursuing what 
i must be personally motivated 
vindictive attacks 
against you and 

your 

administration. 


SD 197-06-32 Governors Residence, Hicho, Ekosiak 
Governer Enko, it is unfortunate that 


The updated files I've enclosed will prove how groundless 
the accusations are and provide assistance in forestalling 
any future attempts by those of misguided zeal. 


I'd like you to help me go over 
his files, recent activities reports, 
eins record, and especially, his 

ationship with that Dornthantii. 


Dana, | need to talk to you about 
our Colonel. He has become fixated 
on some wild conspiracy theory. 


Who knows what we 


Nothing that would compromise 
might be able to find. 


his command authority, | trust? 


Za 


Z 


EF271) 
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SD 197-08-02 ILR Command Headquarters, Baliannian 


7 


Stratigic liked your idea. 
Wants development. 
|'m to head up the project. 

Want to head the technical? 


Hello Hassakenall, 
looking for a job? 


Uh? 
Oh, Colonel. 
Got a job. 


I'll need some staff. 


Give me a budget and I'll have 
you moved within the week. 


ee 


I've heard things, 
Colonel. 
Important things. 
Come with me. 


There are some new operations coming up, 
and you seem to be prime for them. 


y Ah, I'mcurrently ona 
ma) New kinetic application. 


That would be part of it. 


Colonel, you have an excellent 
grasp of "big picture" planning. 


EFe/2 
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While we have some 
computer projections-. 


We'd still like to see some more creative 
alternatives. Especially in regard to a 


iall litically i operation. | | What, exactly, is all 
socially ” po ui y integrated operati this leading uoto? 


War, my boy. 
| The total subjugation of ConFed space. 


TERE aE 


You have some 
questions? 


Overt conflict against the 
EDF is doomed to failure. 


All the talk of a new offensive, 
of domination of Known Space, 


All we have been doing is justifing ele 
our ever increasing grip 
on the means of production. 


Salvaging national pride, even in hollow pretext, 
is one thing; risking national extinction for it is another. 
Subversion, or the way things are going, waiting, 
and allowing them to tear themselves apart, 
still seems the prudent course. 


What if | told you they had found a creator artifact 


and were planning to use it against us? 


17 


Isthistrue, 
or a new layer of deceit, 
even against your own? 


Watch your tongue, 
and remember who 
you're talking to. 


Can you be sure? As best as our 


intelligence can figure. 


More evidence of war preparation can be made 
from the quiet purge of political 
BPE a moderates and pacifists within ConFed Central. 


There have also been unusual personnel 
movements within the EDF. Some of their 
top field commanders have been dispersed 
well out of central space while critical 
defense positions have been filled 
with second-rate staffers. 


Exactly. Up until a couple of years ago, some of 
these new officers wouldn't have been fit for a 
Homeguard tea party. Now the ranks are full of 
them. Intelligence suggests that these are just 
padding to fill out the formations while the real 
officers are organizing secret strike units. 


And since the EDF maintains its own war 
production outside of the public economy, 
there's nothing to indicate any buildup. 


Is there any information 
on the creator artifact? 
And IS it of the creators? 


Our best intelligence confirms only that 
- ss at secrete of Known eed 
e layers of security on it are so thic’ But we've been monitorin : 
: g expertise, 
that it all but draws attention to itself. and there has been movement of critical 
ersonnel and activity consistent with 
what could be expected after such a find. 


But even that 
could be a ruse. 


Obviously, that 
could be a ruse. 


But command doesn't 
want to take the chance. 


aang Ce 


So your orders are to plan an overall political 

as well as strategic operation. The data will be 

available to you and your team as soon as its 
together and made secure. 


How to plan a pre-emtive campaign 
against an already numerically superiour force, 
armed with an unknown weapon? 


A weapon of such potential that 
. they are willing to negate every policy 
they hold dear to attack us. 


A Creator artifact. 


